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Women have a very unique and special role to play in human race Even it will not be
*@v that human society is impossible without the existence of women. But at the
ne. Women have always been dominated by the male through out the world women
: a]most 50% of the world’s population but India has shown disproportionate sex
*.,__:,,ﬂ. temale's population has been comparatively lower than male. As par as their
status 1s concerned, they are not treated as equal to men in all the places. In the western
es the women have got equal right and status with men all walk of life. But gender
dities and discriminations are found in India. Fven today. The paradoxical situation has
at she was sometime concerned as Goddess and at other time merely as slave.
werment- Literary Meaning

Povirt.r 1s the key word of term empowerment According to the International
yelopedia &(1999), “power means having the capacity and the mean to direct one’s life
ards desired social, political and economic goals or status™ According to Webster's New
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d Dictionary (1982) the word ‘empower’ means to make or cause power
Thus empowerment is a stage of acquiring power in order to understand one's rights
Iso to perform his/her responsibilities in a most effective way Empowerment 1s an
: alti-Dimensional process which enables women to realize their potential and powers
L-.r‘-'-";p eres of life power is not a commodity to be exercised sustained and preserved
fEmpowerment-Concept
Women ecmpowerment is and active multidimensional process which enables women
wﬂ:ﬂr potential and powers in all spheres ot lite. The process should materialize only
_f"‘ e is a conducive environment for the enlightenment which 1s to beensured first
ent is enlightenment and there 1s no development without enlhightenment it is the
';L*M e measured not in terms of rising money income or longer life spans alone rather
)aand Segunty en_]oyEd by women Cver ywhcre

werment as a concept was introduced at the International women’s conference
sirobi The conference defined empowerment as a redistribution of social power
“of resources in favor of women. The concept of empowerment flows from the
esting where 1t does not exist or exist inadequately Empowerment of women
quipping women to be economically independent, Self-reliant, have Positive
sle them to face any difficult situation and they should be able to participate in
ctivities. The empowered women should be able to participate in the process
king. Women's empowerment has become a significant topic of discussion in
d economics. It can also point to the approaches regarding other trivialized
particular political or social context. Empowerment includes control over
Intellectual and Fmancxal) and over 1deology (Behefs, ues
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and attitudes) (Baltiwala 1994 e onfidence
grows intrinsic capacity greater il ccome €x
consciousness that enables one to OY¢

changing traditional ideology (pinto 2001)

Empowerment of Women in - an Resource Development (MHRD"]935

In India the ministry of Hum b R e , i
for women (NCW) have been worked o Women Empoy, )

q. _ o §
.rd the right and legal entitlement of wop,, Ney

. . . ' m |
T oo of India have provided some gpeei

74" Amendments ( 1993 ) to the constitution iion MRD 2P S ‘)D Cial g, {

women that for reservation of seats (33%) whereas the rept ‘ ch 200

len 42 70 2 ShUWg
“women are sweeden 42, -
the legislatures with the highest percentage of women are 5wt 0 D

Climgy
Thailand 36% and Iceland34.9%. In India

National commission
India. A brief Discussion 2012 Saftegu

'hll-
3%‘4'

“The Newpanchayat Raj” is the part of e o0
M !

level. The government of India has ratifje i
i

international conventions and human rights mstruments committing to secure equal ¢ "
instrument committing to secure equal rights to women. These ar(.: CEDAW (1993, o
1975). the Nairobi Forward looking strategies (1985), the Beijng®

action ( 1995 ) and other such instruments. The }’carg:

empower women at least at the village

mexico plan of action (
Declaration as well as the platform for
2001 was observed as the year of woman’'s empowerment. During the year, 4 landmeg |
document has been adopted. The National policy for the empowerment of women, f the
beneficiaries of the women. the government has been adopted different scheme g
programme i.e. the National credit Fund for women (1993), Food and Nutrition Board (Fyp)
Information and Mass education (IME) etc. The most positive development last few years s
been the growing involvement of women in the panchayat Raj mstitution. There are many
elected women representatives at the village council level. At present all over India there ae
total 20.56.882 laces gaonpanchayat —members are 838,244 (40.48%) while totd

AnchalikPanchayt members arel,09.324 out of this women members are 4,923 (42.05%). A

the central and state levels too women are progressively making a difference. Today we hae
seen women chief ministers, women president, different political leader, well establsh
businessmen etc.
Women are also involving in human development issues of child rearing, cducali
health and gender Many of them have gone into the making and marketing of a rang J
cottage, product pickles, tatloring, embroidery etc. The economic empowerment of women $
_r”i' being regarded these days as a sine-quo-non of progress for a country, hence the issue-
' economic empowerment of women 1s of paramount importance to politica] thinkers, .
thinkers and reformers.
1148 In India principle of gender equality is enshrined In the
Fundamental rights,FundamentalDuties and Directive principles. The constitut]

g?‘ant's ‘equ.aht)f (0 women but also tmpowers the state to adopt measures
discrimination in favor of women. There 4re different | :

wl(:n:;:n. -Btut.m Incl*lal wom.el‘] ar§ discriminated and marginalized at every level of the**
o :r e lj S]OCla participation, political participation, economic participatio” st
education and also reproduce healthcare women are found to be economically Ve’

over the India. A few women gre Ngaged in services and other activates, 5 they
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