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HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
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Settlements types

Increase in size of settlement, Conurbation
higher population and
more services

T L

Large town
Decrease in
frequency

Small tfown




opolltan area - a supercity consisting of
owns. The population is usually several

ge populatlon and many services. The

- a cit Would have ab nt services, but not as many as a

ty 1e population of a city is over 100,000 people.

arge | %e n - a large town has a population of 20,000 to 100,000.
vn - a town has a population of 1,000 to 20,000

- a village generally does not have many services, possibly

aly a small corner shop or post office. A village has a population
100 » 1,000.

Hamlet - a hamlet has a tiny population (<100) and very few (if
any) services, and few buildings.

=@ Isolated dwelling - an isolated dwelling would only have 1 or 2
buildings or families in it. It would have negligible services, if

2 ahva






»usually see below) a rural
a small settlement — which is
1S 1dered a village. A hamlet

(<100) and very few (if
7 buildings.
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a clustered human settlement or

r than a hamlet, but smaller
a town « hough generally located
al areas.

illage generally does not have many
vice ‘, p0351b1y only a small corner shop or
fice. A village has a population of 100 to






Jown

a population of 1,000 to 20,000.

ype of settlement ranging from a
| thousand (occasionally
Ired: Is) inhabitants. Usually, a
"is thought of as larger than a village but
er than a "city",






City

"”:ave abundant services, but not
c1ty The population of a city
ole.

an urban area with a large population
artlcular adrmms "’“‘"‘*atlve legal, or
torical status.







opolitan area
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area is a large population
f a large metropolis and its
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DN is an urban area or agglomeration
1Y ber of cities, large towns and

1. A.’ ",_ . 3 E | a t thr Ou gh ﬁ Oplll atl on
@ and phySIC I expansion, have merged to

orm one continuous urban and industrial y
lev ,_floped area.

A conurbation can be confused with a

‘metr opohtan area. As the term is used in North
Amr erica, a metropolitan area consists of many

nelg hborhoods, while a conurbation consists of

many different metropolitan areas that are

connected with one another and are usually

interdependent economically and socially.







ttlement type with its

n by dragging the words into the



Site

» Site refers to the actual piece of ground on
which the settlement is built.

 The site of a settlement is its exact
location.




« The physical geography of an area was
very important to early people when they
were deciding on the site for a new
settlement.

* Site Factors:

— Water supply: a clean supply of water was
needed for drinking, cooking and cleaning.
Water could be taken from a river or a well.
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sheltered from strona winds.
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attackers.




Durham and the River Wear
It is at this point that the River Wear takes a remarkable curve which



— Transport - a site at a crossroads, on a river

or at the coast gave easier access to other
settlements.
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crops and rear animals.

— Resources - a source of timber or rock was

needed for building. Wood was needed as a
fuel for heat and cooking.




Situation

» Situation or Position refers to the location
of the village or town in relation to
surrounding areas.

— If a settlement had good access to natural
resources, and to other settlements, it would
grow In size. Many settlements with a good



Paris

» Paris is the capital city of France. It is the largest city
iIn Europe and has a population of 10 million people.
Paris began in the third century BC. It was sited on a
small island in the River Seine. The site was good for
defence, but was also a crossing point across the
river. The fertile soil of the River Seine's floodplain was
also excellent for farming. Under Roman rule, Paris
grew and became the centre of a network of roads

stretching across Europe.
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Settlement patterns

* When early settlements began to grow there were
no planning regulations. People built houses
where they wanted to. Some houses were built far
apart from each other (dispersed). Other houses
were built close together, making villages. Villages
began to grow outwards and the shape of the
seftlements changed. Some settlements became
long and narrow (linear), others stayed clustered
together (nucleated). Today, people must have






» Dispersed settlements are usually farms.
They are spread out because of the space
taken up by fields. Other dispersed
settlements are found in mountainous
areas where it is difficult to live.




* Linear settlements sometimes follow the
shape of the land. It is easier to build on
the floor of a valley than on the steep
sides. Linear settlements also follow
features such as roads, railway lines or

WEES




are clustered round a central point. The
centre of the settlement may be a
crossroads, a church, a water supply, or a
market place. Nucleated settlements also
occur on hill tops.

Nucleated
r




°* rFlannea setiements oren nave a reguiar
pattern. They may have a square shape,
or a crescent shape for example. Brasilia,
the capital of Brazil, is a planned
settlement in the shape of an aeroplane



A Fig 3 Brasilia - a planned settlement.



City layout

* The layout of a city is the way its estreets
and buildings are distributed.

* There are different types of layout:
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* It has no particular order. The streets may
be narrow and winding. There are few
open spaces. There are typical of Muslim
and medieval towns.

|




* The grid plan or gridiron plan is a type of
city plan In which streets run at right
angles to each other, forming a grid. It is
typical of North American cities, and of
newer districts in European cities.







 The streets radiate out from a central
point.
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Settlement functions

 The functions of a settlement are the
things that happen there.

* The function of most early settlements
was farming. As settlements grew, the
functions increased to include things such

as markets and inns. Today settlements
have manv fiinctiones which contintie to



¥ Fig 4
Settlement
functions.
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- the main function of many settlements
today is to give people places to live.
People may live in one settlement and
work in another.




» — |ocal authority offices run the local
services, such as road maintenance and
waste disposal.




« — goods are manufactured in factories.
Today many factories are located in

business parks on the outskirts of
settlements.




Commercial

» - shopping centres and recreation
facilities, such as sports centres and
cinemas, provide services for people.




— settlements contain public services,
such as schools, hospitals and I|brar|es
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attractive to tourists. Many coastal
settlements In Spain have changed
from  fishing villages Into large
tourist resorts.




