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5. Kranti Jyoti Savitribai Phule and Women
Education i India

Dr. Pawal Ayodhyy Dattatray
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savitribai phule’s contribution in the field of women education is evergreen in India.
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.iribai Phule 15 the India’s first female teacher worked for upliftment of women education and

- peracy: Savitribai Phule was born in a poor family in Naigaon, district Sarara in Maharashtra on

ry 3, 1831. At that time the Hindu society was male dominated who treated the women as

bai was married with social reformer 12 years old Jyotirao Phule at the age of 9 years.
Phule’s support and motivation she learned read and write. Savitribai Phule started first
school in Bhide Wada at Pune.Savitribai Phule is India’s first modern feminist and a well
3 social reformer who along with her husband. Jyotirao Phule played a vital role in
reasing the women’s Rights in India during the British Rule.

‘Savitribai Phule was the first female teacher of the first women’s school in India and also

ered as a pioneer of modern Marathi Poetry. She writes about the importance of education

Be self-reliant, be industrious

Work, gather wisdom and riches,

1e animal without wisdom,

nore, go, get education
oppressed and forsaken,

olden chance to learn

€ Brahmaii ’s Scriptmﬂ fast.
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Two books of Savitribai Phule poems were published posthumously Kavya Phule in 1934
& Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar in1982. She wrote many poems against discrimination &
advised to get educated. Being a poet & a philosopher & wrote on the importance of education
and knowledge and removal of caste discrimination. In 1852 Savitribai Phule started school for
untouchable girls which were a great challenge to take at that time. Specially, the upper castes
strongly opposed to Dalit education. They threw cow dung and mud while she walks towards
school for (o discourage her. But still she can't discourage and her work was going on. Savitribaj
Phule emphasized on secular education. Savitribai Phule continuously takes struggle and raised

her voice against society's ignorant, Ancient & Barbaric views with regards to women.
Objectives

1. To study the role of Savitribai Phule in women education.

2. To study women educational status in India.
Methodology

Secondary data is used for collection of data.

Savitribai Phule fought for women's education from the cultural patterns of the male
dominated society as a mission of her life. She worked on major social issues like women's
liberation, removal of untouchability and widow remarriages. After suffering so much she once
decided to give up but Jyotiba Phule given fully support & encouraged to continue her aim.
Savitribai Phule & Jyotiba Phule socially isolated at the time of educational work. In 1852,
Jyotirao Phule & Savitribai Phule felicitated by the government for their efforts in the field of
educational & other social work.

Savitribai Phule opened 18 schools and taught children from different castes. Savitribai &
Fatima Sheikh were threatened by the locals and were also harassed and humiliated socially.
Savitribai & Fatima Sheikh were later joined by Sagunabai who also eventually became a leader
in the education movement. Meanwhile, a night school was also opened by the phule couple in

vy

55 for agriculturist and labourers so that they can work in daytime and attend school at night.
Savitribai Phule started the practice of giving stipends to children for attending school for |
ecrease school dropout rate. She encouraged them to take up activities like writing and
. She conducted parent teacher meeting at regular intervals to create awareness among
the significance of education so that they send their children to school regularly. In
rated Savitribai Phule birthday on third January. In 2015 the University of Pune was
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i the fields of life. A
become a successful
5, EAINCETS, BUISES, air-hostesses, cook or choose a profession of her choice.
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elds. There are big names of Indian women like Indira Gandhi the first Female Prime
'_u'-mv,mmmunﬁamumwwmmmw
female actress in 1913, Kiran Bedi the first IPS officer in 1972, Kalpana Chavala
‘in space, Sarla Thakral the first woman pilot in India, Mrs Pratibha
he first female president in 2007 to 2012, Anandi Gopal Joshi was the first
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Conclusion
Savitribai Phule started education for women. So that now a day's women were working

in all fields. Educated women are capable to bringing socio-economic changes. Educated women
increased status of children & family. Women education helps to improve the overall condition
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